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THE 

PREFACE 

ilM ttoe iu/en/iiU with what ^afpn ihtfdioming Tiici 
of Spencer J will he fujpeBed to he f^imts^ If a 
true and fair Account he not firfl ffVen iff it. lam 
therefore to inform the fj^adery that ny Gre^t Grani^ 
father^ Sir Caleb Ironfide, was a Schoolfellow and intimate jk- 
quaintance of Mr. SpencerV. There are Traditions in the Etun'tff 
of many concwring^ Crcumflances that Very much tend to the Gm- 
frmation of this Jjfertm : /r, that the foet commmucated at 
Ins Writings to Sir Caleb, hefore he made them TMicI^^ whether 
cut of CompUment to an old Friend, or hecaufe he thought his 
Judgment really good, I cant fay. It is further fasd^ that At 
Author, out of <I(ailtery, us'd to call him Talus 5 there being fmt 
Affinity of the Name of the one to the ^erfon of the other* 

, Ufm rummaging my Fathers Study, after his Death (I renum" 
her 1 was then but of two Xears ftanding in the UmVerJUy) among 
other FamHy-^liques, I found jeVeral Sonnets and Paftorals, 
written by Sir Caleb ^ one of which defcribes a Summers EHning 
frettHy enouxh^ where Spencer is introduced under the Title if 
Colin, waiipig andtdking with him upon the fBanks of the MvBz 
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M Ireland $ ftdor »hichj a ccnfideraUe TdH of the E/late cf Ai 
troofides (ien lay. One Stanz^rof vhkh Taftoral runt thui : 

SeCy gentle Cbim, SSver MuUa weeps. 
And wets the dewy Shore when you lament j 
And eke her plaining Stream in iiience fleeps. 
If you but fmile her Pleafure to augment : 
Thy powerful Pipe, O lovely Shepherd*s Boy, 
Can ^tune infeifate Floods to Grief or Joy. 

From 4 duftyheaf cf tins anttqnateJ foetny Idrem the foOo0>* 
nig Canto ) whkh I found a httk disfigurd with bterpotatiwif 
mid jtnendnnntSy all Jeeming to be mitten by the fame HanL 
Jt the end of it was writtenj in Sir Caleb'5 Hand^ This is mv 
dear Friend and Scboole*fellow, Mwme Sfencers own HiancU 
wrytingj but never imprinted, becaufe not approved of by 
him, though I think it inferiour to none of his Allegories. 
Till Obferyatian I my fe^ further made : m the Margin was 
wnrieten in a /mail CharoBer by the Aujiaor Imfelf^ Memorark 
ti|im. To relate Mother HuhberSs Tale in Verfe, if it 
pl^etb God to recover me from my Fevor. From whence 
I amckdei that this Canto woe written in the Time of dot 
fgHr J md mf^ therefore talff the Liberty to dijfent from Sir 
Caleb, m OPerring that I thinkit infiriour to. all his other jj^ 
gorical Writings : which doukte^ was one ^afon why the AidfOt 
rejeHed it. StPeral Tarts of it fern to be written with an itn* 
ufUal Batne/ly with a languid faint Spirit the jiuthor at oAer 
times was a Strat^ to: and feveratif the JkxanSmus^ at the 
Chfe (f the Stan2:asj were wmukedly breathed out in the Ua^ 
of a Threna^y. 'IBntbe that at it t^ff, we nuy fee ty his J^^ 
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rmg a link fm% ^ Thnd of his Hificry m it mm fianJbr 
that it cwld not he made 4 Van 0/ it, thou^ prohahly Jo Jk- 
pfnd when fvrfi if awn. for though aU the Terfons here met^ 
ttondy hut one J are introducd hy him fomewhere or other j yet he 
n^er refrefents them under Juch Circumftances, b feems rather 
that he refers ihk firft Vefign ^ for he has made Anhegall to 
he enihraWd by R'aaigund, whois.fetat bberty hy Bricomarr, 
informed of his CaftMty hy Talus : and Burbon and Flourdelis 
arebrou^ in^ in the EUienth Cuiio of the Fifth IBool^as fuing 
to Anhegall for Succour j after a Imy humUe and peaceable man^ 
ver. Why the Author- chmgd his firfifkfigny it is none of my 
fBufine/s to entire* 

I need makf no j^ohgy for puUiflj'mg and Miging the World 
with any thing written by Jo celebrated a ferfon as EnglandV 
Jrch-foet Spencer $ thou^ Iforefee how iU it will be reltfhed in 
thisJ^Cj where the Stile will be thought obfoletCj and the auegmcd 
way of writing has been fo Mg lifus'd. Who all the 9erfons 
are he would hatfe hinted at in Aoje times j it is hard to teU $ 
thoi^h the Vices which he aims at are "Very confiicUous : nor is it 
bnfrobaUej buthe uught hctre itin his Mind to dijfuade ToSenty^ 
iythis Example J from fufftring the Uberties of their Omfiitution 
to be infring d by the pretended Zed of in/inuatingTrmtors. God 
forbid weJhouU Cfer ft and m need of fuch a (Precaution. 

I fifau furiher inform the Wortl^ that among fome Fitrfes made 
in praife if the Author j and publijh'd at the end of his WwIq in 
Ae EJkion 1 hdPey is a Copy fubjcribed lidbyno]!^ which I have 
h me in Sir CalebV Handy no doubt of his compojing 5 who*alfo 
feems to be introducd in his Taftorab under that Titles as ColinV 
mofi intimate Friend, Imuft fwn^ I was prOaSd 1^ wiA no 

Jmall 
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ffiMtt hnpcrtmlky to mak§ this TMick.^ hu the OUigatms I hay^e 
to thofe Gtntkmen whoferfuaded me to ity,mllmore than excufe me : 
1 frail Jhortfyy at their injlances^ and accordmg to the Welcome this 
9iece of jtttiquity meets withy fuhUp? the 9oems of the Ironfidcs, 
written upon dmrs SubjeRsy hy "Men of different Ages and Cmiuss 5 
beinxferjuaded they will appear with no Mf agreeable Confufion in a 
Jftjcelhmy. For you rnnfl kjwwy all the Ironiidcs hdpe had fome 
/mattering of <Poetry more orlefs^orat leajt ha'Ve pretended to if. 
There the ^ader frail be entertain d with the fafrionable Flou* 
rifhes of €my Agfy from the Ballad of SidropheLIronfide, in 
the ^ign of Henry the Fourth, to the Satyr of Ncftor Iron- 
fide, £/^5 in the Tme of Charles the Second. 

I frail oidy ajfure the Reader y that what I haVe or frail publifry 
ts done with a fincere Defign to inform and pleafe himj who is at 
hb&ty to turn it to bJiru8ion or i^idicuky as he thinly fit. Though 
I muft warn him not to cenfure the frefent fragment y wdefs he 
Iqwws hitn/elf to be well ac(jjmnted with Spencer, and his manner 
if writing : jw whoever pretends to find fauk before he can giVe 
Us §(eafons for ity will frew either his MNatufe or Ignorance 3 
and expofe hmfdf muchmore than Us 

Humble Serv^t, 



Nbstor Ironsidb. 
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Original CANTO, &e. 



Archimage with his HMwnis fwd 
Doth Bricomarc enchm: 

Talus doth feek, wt Anhcgall>' 
And tells him of her (Paitu 




f« 

[AIR Liberty, bright Goddels» Heavenly-bom, 
So high efteemM by evVy living Wight ; 
O how depreft with Thraldom and with Scorn. 
Are they whawant thy kind refirelhing Light? 
How, when we're banifht from thy lovely Sight, 
Sitting in Clouds of Darkneis evermore, 
Wrapt up in Errors of eternal Night, 
Do we, with deep furrounding Sorrows fore, 
•lo vaSn our wnetched State with difinal Cries deplore ? 

3* la 
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Ip dus fid Plight behold bitBHfmm^ 
Alas ! we muft awhile with-holdea fee 
By that fiJfe Jnbimsgf^s cunning Ar^ 
By whom fair Viu could iniileaden be: 
Is Tile Bnchantments all excelled He^ 
And wholbever dar'd him to oppoie^ 
Soon ^ or fwiftly did before him flee ; 
Or cMe to them he gave a magk^ Dofi^ 
By whidi ^ey cahidy flept, and fildom more aioA^ 

I- 
This aobb Maiden^ whofc avenging Spear 

So many Tyrant Enemies had flain; 

Wbofe very Name had filPd all Hearts with Fearg^ 

Vhofe very S^^ had cau&d crft much Bain^ 

In qiany a Caftle &ir, and many a Plain; 

Oi life forlorn, or Liberty more fweet. 

Was now bereft, (O foul ignoble Stain !) 

"Bf one vfle Cakiff whom too well I weei» 

Bie hexame near (he mote by fpraulii^ at her Beet» 
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But Ihe with Tdlm^ Groom to Arthegdt^ 

In queft of Fame was pacing on her Way ; 

Ne dreamt fhe then of any Harm at alt, 

Nor iaw'from whom fhe might expefl a Fray: 

When He, in fhape of Fahner old and gray, 

Biflemblingi her approacht; in his left Hand 

He held an artificial Bou^ of Bay, 

And in Ins right he wavM a taper Wand, 

While thus his cunning Speech in comely wize he leaned. 

* 

5- 
I humbly crave the. Oufe (laid he) &ir Knight, 

Why in this Land, where nought but Fttu» Ibottid^dwelly 

Tott thus appear ydad in Armour bright, 

Right fully bent ftmie iufty Foe to ^ueD, 

When here are none but Friends that mean you wdl : 

Let me advize to quit your fierce Intent, 

And banilh Wkorii to its native HeD ; 

Me here the Frinces of this Land have fent 

To ofier Terms of Peace and happy Agreement. 

B 6. With 



£io] 

With fflodeft SemUaot tbm be fiam*d Us ToQg( 
But Brhmmk prudeittly fixre&w 
That his diflembled Words intended Wrong, 
Lifting her into deadly Snares to draw; 
And thus fhe ipoke in Words oomoianding Aw. 
Fun well I know what Peace is to be found 
In Fi^fmm Country^ where withouten Law 
Ungentle Knights by force of Anns are crown'^ 
And exercife their baiefid Tyranny around* 

By Breach of Pliblidc Faith and guileful Art 
Fun many a nobleXn^ht they have undone ; 
By crafty Sle^t they ever play dieir Fart, 
Bat never ought by wordiy Vatour wone. 
Theie therefore (fidfo c^ Man) ouift be my Fbne; 
On them I ftrai^way win juft ¥ei^eance red^ 
On them, whoXufticeyethavefliew^ tooooe; 
Thefe are the Rebels which I ever ieeft^ 
Wiifi fliarpeii'd Steel rf my avengingLaoee to fticcfc 
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8. 
Tliis iaidy Ihe onward fpoi'd lier mettled Sceed^ 
And In her Reft coudit veil her gUttriog Sgeac^ 
And fiudifid TdUitf her Comniaiids to reed, 
With ycoa Flail befide her ran full near. 
So that (he naoght no living Mortal fear. 
Whereat the CsrU enrag'd now bolder grev. 
His Magick Wand aloft he g^ uprear^ 
And aftecher with iecrec Speed he flev^ 
AfidCboke her fo^ ah Gods ! the Wound fliel ever 



9* 
For feon as (be tfa* encfaaunting Touch did feet^ 

The Lifi>Blood &ded in her youthfiil Chedc, 
Her ctefted Hehn and Sword, of tempered Stedf^ 
Did into Thduland Pieces crttmbling breaks 
Ne could (he with her Tongue her Ailment (peak. 
Down (com her lofty Steed flie trembling fin» 
An^ on the Earth's cold BoTom Uy fo meek. 
Who erft oould Kn#ts and fturdy Giants qodlf 
Bcftfc this (ad Miflap fo fodain her befeUi 

B 2 la As 
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As wheQ fome ptirpte Fkiwre bedecks tHkt FieU% 
Widi Gold enameld, interwove with Qreeo, 
Which through the Air its dewy Odours yicM% 
Fit to perfume the Bofixn of fome Qpeen ; 
(So &ir a Flowre I trow is fildom feeu,) 
Tet, when the blading Mildew's djreary Buw 
With noifom Breath infeSs the Wdkin Iheea, 
Its Golourd Leaves no longer then remain^ 
But droop and fide away, and die aJoog the Flaiii* 

II. 

So fikled Brxr«Mt<r, aireft Flowr ; 
Her am^ Spear befide her uSek& lay^ 
Her fcltriog Spright in that aocurfed Hour 
Was dampc with deadly Shanie and lore QiGnqf : 
WUdi crad Sight dkl Tstm qu^ght affiraf^. 
Aad find his Senfes with Abaaiaient.greaiy 
So that with eager Haft he fled awaj^ 
Ne flayed with that Villain Cbork to ttea^ 
IVlx) toward hioi cain(& with angry Loob and faitttr llinafei 
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Tho when he had tte Viigm thufr at 
He ieized firft her Spear and Shield to hn^i 
Tet thus defpoild of Arias he nould her iSlf 
Sth Death is fweet to the enflaved Wight, 
Who with his Freedom fiiregoes aD Delight: 
111 Bondage her he meaned for to keep^ 
That (he might maice fome Sport for Psjimm Koi^ 
Who would rejoice to fee her wail and weep^ 
fimprifoned full dofe in Dungeon dark and de^ 

The Trophies won in many a Batde fiur 
(Foul Sight to fee !) the Villein undertroc^ 
And Ihore away her golden curled Hair 
Befeeming well to grace fome heav'nly Cod : 
Her dradded Plumes that whilom wont to nod. 
And from Ber Creft ihone like the Ev'ning Star^ 
Languidly faded, fhuk with that lame Rod, 
Whofe influencing Vapours from z&r 
Shed Feftilenc^ and all that foemed fiir did suuv 

14* Wittl, 
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With Witchdiraft vild he then enwrapt her rODod 
In magick Chains of many a mazie Fotd, 
And CO a chalky Cliff fift badcward bound, 
BxposM CO funny Heac and frory CM; 
Torment coo bitter ever co be cold. 
Ah warlike Bdakl! who fees thy lad Efiate 
With Byes chatcan fixxn tiickling Tears with-hold ? 
What hoftile Bitaft fo firaughc with deadly Hace^ 
But nmft hunentchy Lot, and pity chy hard Fate? 

Tec not content with this bis cruel Deed, 
Tfar fidie Fjicfaaunter aggra^tes her Fun 
With taunting Words that make her Heart to bleed^ 
And thus he firaunea his Speech wicfa light Difiaia : 
Small need has Kn%|it thusr guarded to compfauo ; 
, What Fear of Harm wlitle I thus watchful fiand ? 
Then banilh from your Miad all Sorrows valk^ 
lor by the Tiowr of dus Ahnighty Wand^ 
I can approching Dangq^s fiir away command. 
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t6. 
An! ts t Srotf of ddiiBjr Goortefiey 
mttdi is not fe^nd, but led and moft trev, 
A trufty Legkn Ihall be placed wd, 
OF Comage ftoo^ a goodly feemiag Oe^y 
To feed your h^ Befaefts as is moft dew. 
*Widi that a bi^ Horn he ftrait-way woond, 
Whofe AriDing Mnfidc Ataoffk the Vdkiii fleijr^ 
So tiiat lem o ieit Farts mote hisr die Sonni^ 
Vhidithio^glh Hills VaksandhoDoirRoi^waitecdbQiiJgiOimdU 

Bftftods anng^and deformed Broody 
That with d»r ludeous TcQiii^ rent the Sky^ 
Forth iffaed fwifUy fiom die neigjibonr Woo^ 
And round die capdvd Nymph g;ui londly cryr} 
Soch Hellhounds nere were ieen by mortal Bye. 
Some few like firxr^ BmB^s ftern and-fiout. 
But moft like^ Owning Sfmds low did. 1^, 
And meanly to the Wt2satd's Motbns Jooty 
fbrformiog what he would when fo he caft about. 
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Yet tbey not all obeyd his cuiied Meed, 
Bitt on chaft IfflKKJCDOe ftme Pity took; 
Thofe Bidl^s fiout of ff)odly Brk^ Breed 
With Treachery fo ibul could never brook^ 
Ne bear on injorM Goodaeis thiisto loob 
To free fiur BMmm ibey fiercely ftfove, 
(Skh Vertue never is by all fodbok) 
And jqyaing all their Force ift oommon Drove, 
Hiey fOvM her iron Chains and Fitters to remove. 

19. 
'Which when the crafty Jrelums^o iaw, 
Afiraid left now his wretched Work fhoidd fidi. 
He ^ns a^new devized Schraoe to draw. 
And ties his Hounds in Couples IbveraD, 
That he m^ht fiffl be Soverain over aO: 
The genVous Cmt^ and Sfmd faafe of Bk)od, 
Were Imkt together m one ferviie Thra!^ 
That thofe who fiiH his Meanii^ underftoodt, 
By hailing back oiigjbt hinder Thefe fitm doiiig gpcxL 
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Tniole honeft Humds endeavourVl fiiB M Ut 
To work the Mom Maiden^ Liberty; 
Scrivii^ with knawing Teeth to wraddi the TtMll^i 
miidi did her tender Limbs to th* Rods upqr : 
But thefe the baler JVbelfs widi yelliog etf 
Bet off: and ftill as they approched near, 
Berverieljr drew their coOar'd Necks awry, 
So that they mouglbt not fee that Viigia dear, 
He pity her &d Sta^ nor dread Complaining bear* 

For this their 0£ke good, tfaeSorcerer 
Jfonh from a WaQet whidi befide him fanng^ 
Threw many gobbet Offiils of good Cheer, 
IJIfhich they devoured with Cries that ksiid^ n]f|g» 
And waggM tlieir Talis, and liOed out tSietr Tuflgi 
let when hb Bs^ of Carnage empty ffew^^ 
Aai'to dietr greedy Jaws he all had flspg* 
Tbe uniuft Carle provokt the goodly Few, 
^ai ipom their inly Maw their Loads they did Bp^csL 

C sa. 
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Which when the other IMJtgs did efpy» 
With much fell Ravin and fierce Greedtneis, 
They lapt up that &me Filth that near did ly. 
And rent and tore, and yell'd without Redrefi^ 
Joying they mote the others thus oppre& . 
And to aggrateotheir magick Lord the more^ 
Who much delighted in fuch Wickednefs, 
They deaft their Ears with foul outrageous Rore^ 
And filthy Poifon bekhr, of which they had much Score^ 

Thereat the others, mov'd with fell Defpight, 
Their noble Blood high-fwelling in their Heart, 
Would have ytorn the Sorcerer outright 
For playing this fo villeinous a Fart, 
At which for very Grief their Soul did fmart : 
Ne could the He^dqgs flop their furious Heat, 
Ferdie nor JrcbimMgo with his Art ; 
For they impetuous grinnM a ghaftly Threat, 
And with their flurpen'd Fangs the Mongrils off did beat* 
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XitxmUtBfkpmirtif'^ipdtt returns 
llTith Ihiniog ^Glimpfe of Hope's reviving Light, 
The purple Blood within her pale Cheeks bums^ 
Once more her Byes Ihe opens fparkling brightt 
That erft enlhadow'd lay In darkfixne N^t : 
Swift-flying Joy orefpreads her lovely Face, 
*When Ihe beheld that unea^efted S^t, 
And merry Tranfpoit with befaming Gnoe 
Breaks forth; fure Tokens of her great ffluftrious Race! 

Like as wfaeaPMav, crownd with goUenBeam^ 
Through mirky Clouds that veil the Firmament^ 
His unrefiiled Fulgour biiglitly (heam^ 
And dears the Sky with Vapours overhent : 
So thebr%ht Flames that from her Eyes were ftac 
Diffpied a radiant Gkxy aB arouad. 
And eas^d Ac Bain of her (ad Captivement, 
Who fery^ wi& many a Sok and bitter flxxmd, 
Bift locis iriUi itto F0dars ao dK fiony CroiimL 

C 2 otE A 
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Ah ha{iA Maid ! Fat^ firm and fiiM Deoce 
AwhHe withfiands thy growing Happiods ; 
And who ^ ftroog toconquer Deftinee^ 
Or fhe Rdbbts of Hearen to reprefi? 
That wyly Man, whowrought thy Wretchednd^ 
C^n ftubborn Sprites and . griefly Gpi^ms tame ; 
Albe diy Fto^efs far cxodls, nathkis 
If he his dark Inyfterious Charms hat name^ 
Loud Stonns roar through the Sky, and (hake Earth's fotid Fnunew 

27. 
Soon as this Tomnit bad tba Wizard iaw^ 
Whkh Vkc a fweQiag Torrent fiercely rold^ 
And great DeftruCUon on him ieemM to draw ; 
Tet he undaunted ftood and ever bold, 
Cbuntii^ them one by one their Number tokl ; 
To know bow ifiany did againft him fight, 
And eke how many with hiip feemM to hold^ 
That he from thence mought work his Guiles ar^ht, 
And on th* Offenders esKCute his fell Defpight. 

aS. Mu&ng 
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ft8. 
laxSog apwUle with fteddy fcrioos Look, 
tie nodded. CO and fro in penfiveMood; 
Tben with his all>^bewitching ScafiF he ftiook 
The hoUow^foimding Lay on which he flood; 
The quakug Barth trembled M many a Rood. 
Sftibonsj the Glebe dividing, there upBpnag 
Six Couple more of that lame Mongrii Brood,. 
Who proftrate lickt his ^eet with &wning Toflg, 
Then kennelled themielves the other Back emoog» 

39. 
As when old I^ilm with his fittzung YTavc^ 
Oreflows the fruitful Plains of Egyft^s Load, 
His flimy Streams the flowry Meadows kve, 
Manuring als the dry and barren Sond 
With Mud, that oyerfpreds the delug'd Strond : 
Soon as the ebbing Stream finfcs down a^un. 
Strange Births emoog the teeming Clods are fond; 
Vnheard of Mongers fright the rural Swain, 
MA half-fi]fmM Bodies rear their Heads above the Plain. 

JO. So 
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So dus onlookc for Produft quite affiuyd 
Th'aveogiag Spirit of that angry Crew, 
And dampt the Hopes of the reviving 
Whofe Sorrows now afrefli gan to renew, 
Ac this fo ditadfuli and abounding View : 
For now the Magick Wight, with his baie Hei^ 
Could all the reft M eafily fubdew, 
Ne to afflift them furioufly he (par'd ; 
So that his threatfioll Look and Rage by all was &ar'd. 

Then with his Hom agMn be loudly fiingi 
And blew the Sound aloft into the Air, 
That Woods and lowly Dales full widely rung, 
And many a Lake and many a River &k : 
£ftfix>ns there forW^ud came a comdy Fair, 
On ftately pacing Courfers mounted high. 
Who in their Gate Majeftick Proweis bare; 
The Knight in Pirjfmm Land bore Sovereinty, 
The Lady ms his Leman £ur, and rode him by* 
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He was, I ween, the Great SirBurhn hight, 
Whom late £iir Brttonurtis did defeat ; 
A bloody, murdrous and abhorred Knight, 
Who AH with Rage defpighteous dM efctreat. 
To rife in Fame, and make his Empire great : 
Him the felfe Jrchimsgo did enihroud 
(Fav'ring with wondrous Art his bafe Retreat) 
Bnvelopt fafe within a Sable Cloud, 
Elfe had he feant appeared fo biydie and vainly proud« 



Yet ihe, thatvaliant Maid, had firft bereft 
The Heathenilh Tyrant of his blazoned Shield, 
And certes would his Pajnim Skull have cleft^ 
Or made him with full low Obeyfence yield. 
But that enfhrowded thus Fear wingy-heeFd 
Him bore fiir ofiF , ne durft he venture more 
Gamft BrttcmMTt his.Coward Sword to wield : 
Who on his guilty C6rfe had ftruck full ibre, 
And bathed his brazen Arms in Streams of Purple Gore. 
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But at his Friend oM Anhmuig^ Gaily 
He loon yode forth to leize the wonted Fray; 
For well he wote fome wretched Wighl in ThiaQt 
He had entrapt oa that fiune craggy way, 
Withouten Blows, or Dint of bloody Fray : 
Tho when he (aw his lateft dradded Foe» 
On ftony Rock di&nifd and caft aftray. 
For (bdain Joy his Fear he did fotegoe, 
And gcenn^d aloud at BritmB»i^% heart-breaking Woe. 



IS- 

Yet fuch a Dread of his^late bleeding Smart, 

And foul Reproches ignominious Stain, 
Sate deep engraven in his fearfuU Heart, 
That he nould ventuijs her too near again, 
So well him warned had his former Pain : 
But (miling on the Treachour ftood aloof. 
And cafting forth his vaunting Speeches vain. 
Upbraided her with villainous Reproof 
And Sl^under heap'd on Slaunder, as was his Behoof. 
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So when the wyly Spider has hefet 
Some gaBaot Wafp, bedeckt with fcalesDf Gold, 
Bawn^ppcD Ja Bis- thinly-woven Net, 
The ftrogling Fly he firmly doth with-hold» 
1^0 (tin for Freedom pUes both fierce and bold: 
So that his Foe dares not approche him near. 
Though clofe within the winding Clew enrold. 
But from his rai^ding Sting ke^ alway dear. 
And at his fluttr^ing Motions trembles aye for Fear. 

So BrifomMrtiSf though in Fetters bound. 
That wicked Coward's Courage did a£Bray, 
That when her Vifiige ftern (he moved round. 
His thrilling Heart was fill'd with fore Difmay : 
Yet ibftly creefung up he did aflay 
His captive Shield fi-om by her fide to take, 
And with light Heds it nimbly bore away 
For Bomrdelis his deaceft- Ladies (alBe, 
Whofe Portraiture thereon the Workmaaerft did fflSoe. 
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j8. 
Yet not that Lady which befide him rode 
VTas BoMrdeliSf but fiur RamMms bight, 
Who drew her boafted Liaeage fix>m ibme God, 
And deemM her felf greater than mortal Wj^t : 
She many Lovers had of Pi^mm Knight, 
But chiefly with Sir Btirkm chofe to wonm^ 
-Who An aflayld to kiU in bloody Fight, 
And Thouiand wretched Mortals had undone^ 
That would not leave their Loves, and worfhip her aloocr 

Upon a wanton Mule Ihe proudly late, 
Clad in white Robes, enfringM with Crimibn Red: 
Gold, Feairls and Diamonds in mighty State^ 
Her whole Attire did gayly overfpred ; 
A triple C6ronet adornM her Head. 
And as (he paft in haughty Surquedry, 
Like (bme great Qpeen thus richly garnilhed, 
Where-ere (he caft her fupercilious Bye, 
All with low Adoration down on Bartb did lye» 
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I'aft by her Side there ran a youthful Sqoift^ 
Who did with humble Duty oa her wat^ 
Joying he mote her beauteous Form admire ; 
To whom Sir Burhm promiied had late 
Him to advance to Knighthood's &lr Efiate: 
And now with Arcbimtgo gan devise^ 
His vainly fond Ambition to aggcate^ 
In BritomMTtis Armour to dilguize^ 
Who feemM his Peer to be in Height and fliapdy Sisa 

41. 

So gan they foon her Armoury unbrace 
Who lay aftound through Force of magick Ar^ 
And on that youthful Squire it tried to ptace* 
Who thereat woxe right biythe and glad in Heart; 
Yet nould the Armour fit in any Fart: 
Which, made for JngeU the Saxon Qjieeni 
Did only well befeem &ir Brifomsrt ; 
Ne ever was, ne ever will, I ween, 
Be worn by fiurer Wight, (ith £iirer maynt be ieeo* 

Da 49« The 
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*he Tieffes which sdowii her flxmlden IH^ 
And veild her fhowy Neck wkfa comely 
Which fineft goldtici Wy w did &r caweO, 
By ikiUMl Art of cn% Crddfinkh-jnadc^ 
The3ajcerer ihon off urith AvrW^ Bladc^ 
And on his Uehnet pboed, him to grece: 
RmanU next wbh Menacings afiayd 
To make her idolize her ftcmnpet Faoc^ 
And an by turns «egri^Vi her in this f«rretched CUb. 

What iron Brcaft fo hard that can endure 
To work focb «^ig)it pa Ycrfnous Inaoceoce ? 
Or dare to violate with Rands impute^ 
A Nymifiiib fiiQ oE^mteoasCbqiphcence ? 
O may the righteous Gods,, tfet recompcnfe 
With Vengeance durthe Quift of Sionen fori, 
Dart Thunder at their Heads of Wmh incenie ! 
May flafhing Clouds wkh fofked L^tning.fcowl, 
While Bends and H^-tpra Zvw% roujrf the H^cnmsbffwk t 
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But iec us leave swUIe tiik Damxdl fiin^ 

Detained hf Vtymm Foe in bicter ThraQ ; 

And liftea further, while I here dedaie 

How (be was free^ by Sir ArthtgO^ 

Whilom eipouied in her Father's Hall: 

Sage Merliifs coiming Ait had thus forefliown^ 

Though die true Knight file nere had ieen at d; 

Abfent he in the iHagickGIais was ihown. 

And what the Deftinies decree flull fure be done. 

4S. 
That fturdy yron Man bold Talm hight» 
Whom Archimago had afFrayed ^ 
With wondrous Speed fought out this valiant iff^^ ^ 
Where he was warring againft Ptj/mm Foe, 
In Tik and Giuft wMi many a deadly Blow: 
EftiboQS to him he xM ^ d(deful State 
Of Britonurtk over-wUmM wkh Woe ; 
Wiihing him ftraiTy^iBre Tyde might betoohte. 
To hie with him, and (batch her^t«n the Jaws of Fate: 
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Sosii withoQt Word or AnArer ftrth hb Junt 
Along u trufty 7Ww him did gaUe, 
In Might and inBtchIe& Arms right fiiUy hot 
To free hbLore, and qiielt the P^po**! Pride: 
That Vight mull needs be one Day gloriGde, 
Who agaioft Uwlds FOwn and tortious Wrong, 
With fierce AvBogemciit ^Lllantly does ride 
Thus JrthtgtB, prickt inly, ftaid not long 
From bis Lore's Lore ; fit Matter for another Song. 
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